
 
Keep in touch with St Joe’s 
Follow our emails and bulletins to keep up to date with all that 
is happening at St Joe’s. If you don’t yet receive our weekly 
email, contact Tim: tim@pennfieldsparish.co.uk, and he will add 
you to our mailing list. If you are unable to receive emails, keep 
in touch, by phone or word of mouth. Please share information 
with friends. We are the Body of Christ.   
 
Future Dates:  
Walk Through the Bible is now booked for Saturday 16th 
October. This all day event provides an excellent  way of 
learning about and getting the ‘big picture’ of the Old 
Testament. It costs £14, and includes a full manual, and 
membership for life! 
 
We hold an open Wednesday Evening Zoom Discussion 
Group, which anyone is welcome to just ‘turn up’ at. Each 
session is complete in itself, and has an opportunity for 
discussion and prayer. The title is Who Is Jesus? and each 
week there is a short reflection. Here is the link: 
  Wednesday Evening Zoom Discussion Group 
  This is a recurring meeting Meet anytime 
  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82647846063 
  Meeting ID: 826 4784 6063 
 
People at St Joe’s  
Minister:   Tim Eady    01902 569625 
         tim@pennfieldsparish.co.uk 
Associate Minister:  Graham Hartnell   01902 593086 
Wardens:Chris Strange   Treasurer   Hilary Bannister 
     Steve Perry   Hall Bookings   Andy Wynter   
     Brenda Swatman            
    Jenny Green  
 

And in the wider parish  
Vicar Peter Smith  01902 332749.        peter@pennfieldsparish.co.uk  
Curate  Treena Larkin  07368423748          treena@pennfieldsparish.co.uk 
Parish Office   01902 341943        office@pennfieldsparish.co.uk  
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News from St Joseph’s Church 
 

In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ…. 
 

A Warm Welcome to Everyone 
 

 

Easter Implications…. 
 
What did the crowd expect on that first Palm Sunday? They 
were living in an occupied land. They were longing for a 
Messiah who would lead them to freedom. Jesus had a 
tremendous following - and now, the crowd was wondering, 
‘Has our day of liberation finally arrived?’ 
 
The events of Holy Week didn’t work out as they had hoped. 
There was no rebellion against the Romans. What went wrong? 
Nothing. We talk of the victory of the cross, but it was a victory 
that was lost on his contemporaries. The crowd felt cheated. 
Like thousands of popular heroes, Jesus was rapidly discarded. 
In five days, the cries of ‘hosanna’ became instead ‘crucify’.  
 
Yet, what a victory it was! On the cross, Jesus demonstrated 
that love triumphs over evil. Satan is defeated. God died to 
save His people. And he continues to save all who trust in him. 
His mission was to reverse the story of the Fall, to reconcile, re-
unite God and humanity; to draw us into God’s eternal designs. 
This was the victory of the cross - to bring humanity into a right 
relationship with God; to make real the offer of eternal life.  
 
So much for the facts, what are the implications? We are left 
with a choice: which crowd do I belong to - the ‘Hosanna’ 
crowd, or the ‘Crucify’ crowd?  



Of course, we all want to think that we’re in the crowd that cries 
‘Hosanna’, because we know that we need God’s salvation. But 
it’s one thing to know the facts; we must allow them to influence 
us - our thoughts, our actions, our behaviour. We know that we 
need God to save us, and that must be our cry.  
 
The other crowd cried ‘Crucify’. They reject Jesus. Either, we 
realise our need for God, and cry ‘Hosanna’, or else, by default, 
we reject God from our lives. There’s no sitting on the fence. 
For those who cry out to God, ‘Save me, Lord’, there’s good 
news to come! At the cross we are granted the gift of eternal 
life – not because of anything we’ve done, but simply because 
Jesus has paid our penalty. He has died so that we may live. 
All we have to do is respond and say ‘Yes, Lord Jesus. I 
believe that it was for me that you hung and suffered there.’ 
 

He died, that we might be forgiven. 
He died, to make us good. 
That we might go at last to heaven. 
Saved, by his precious blood. 

 
Lord Jesus Christ, it was for me that you came to earth and 
hung and suffered on the cross. As you have given yourself for 
me, so now, I give my life to you, and seek to live as your 
disciple. Come, and be Lord of my life, right now. Amen. 
 
Normal services to be resumed as soon as possible….... 
 

We’re not quite there yet, but we hope and pray that the covid-
pandemic is drawing towards its conclusion. We are beginning 
to re-open the church for worship. As we use the church, 
please remember that social distancing rules are still in place, 
and churches are committed to obeying them.  
 
At the time of writing, we hope to return to our normal 9.00am 
and 10.30am services from April 18th. Please watch this space. 
 
Easter at St Joseph’s looks like this: 
 

Maundy Thursday, April 1st: A reflection for Maundy Thursday 
will be live-streamed from church at 7.30. 
 

Good Friday, April 2nd: Open-Air Witness, outside church. A 
20-minute reflection each hour: Noon, 1pm, 2pm. The church 
will also be open for personal prayer between 12noon and 3pm.  
 

Easter Sunday: 4 short services, at 8am, 9am, 10am am 11am 
(11am is already full), to enable as many people as possible to 
come to church. We are limited to 30 people per service, and 
you do need to book your time. Book with:  
https://www.eventbrite.com/.../st-joes-easter-day-service... 
If you have problems with the booking system, phone Jo 
Strange, or Tim Eady, and we will be pleased to do it for you. 
 
We are also offering a booking facility for church on April 11th 
(only 3 times – 9am, 10am and 11am). The booking link will be 
published after our Easter services. 
 
April 25th at 10.30am will be Testimony Sunday. Much has 
happened since the last Testimony Sunday in January 2020. If 
you have story to share of how God has touched your life in 
recent months, please tell Tim. 
 
Confirmation Service: will finally be held on April 25th at 
6.30pm. Because of social distancing rules, each candidate is 
invited to bring their own ‘social bubble’. The service will be live 
streamed so that everyone can share in it at home. 
 
And Live-stream worship? 
For the time being, we will continue to live-stream the Morning 
Service from St Joseph’s, so that the whole community can 
share in our worship. 
 
Wednesday morning Communion 11.30am. 
We will recommence the Wednesday morning Communion 
Service, beginning Wednesday 14th April. Everyone is invited to 
this quiet, reflective service, that lasts for about 30 minutes. 
 


