
St Joseph’s Church 

Evening Worship Maundy Thursday April 9th 2020 
 
This act of worship is offered for you to use at home, with loved ones, in whatever 
way works for you. If you are with others, one person can lead and others take part. 
You can paste the YouTube links to the hymns into your browser, or sing from 
memory.  
 
An Introduction: What is tonight’s service about?  
 
Welcome to our worship. Traditionally Christians gather on Maundy Thursday to 
celebrate the events of the Last Supper, when Jesus astonished his disciples in two 
quite different ways:  
 

• St John records how Jesus took a basin and towel and washed the feet of his 
disciples. Afterwards Jesus gave them the new commandment – “Love one 
another as I have loved you.” 
A washing of feet often takes place at this service in church.  
 

Tonight:  you may wish to have a jug and a bowl with a towel as a focus.  
 

• During the meal, which Matthew, Mark and Luke all say was a Passover Meal, 
Jesus took bread and wine and changed the traditional Passover words to the 
words that are familiar to us: “Do this in remembrance of me”. They continue 
today in the celebration of Holy Communion.  
 

Tonight:  you may wish to have a piece of bread and a cup of wine/juice as a focus.  
 
 

 
 
Traditionally Christians follow Jesus’s command to his disciples before his arrest to 
"watch and pray" and keep vigil with the Lord, until midnight.  
 
Tonight: you may wish to find a quiet place and join in a vigil of prayer for as long as 
you are able.  



You may wish to light a candle  
 
Opening Hymn:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BP1ecUkOTB8  
 

1. Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, 
whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could destroy,  
be there at our waking, and give us, we pray, 
your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.  
 

2. Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, 
whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe,  
be there at our labours and give us, we pray, 
your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.  
 

3. Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace,  
your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace, be there at our 
homing, and give us, we pray, 
your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.  
 

4. Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm, 
whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm,  
be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray, 
your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.  
Words: Jan Struther (Joyce Placzek) 1901-1953 Tune: Slane  

 
 
We pray  
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with us.  
 
Confession and Forgiveness  
 
Our Lord Jesus Christ says: ‘If you love me, keep my commandments.’ ‘Unless I 
wash you, you have no part in me.’  
 
God has promised forgiveness to all who truly repent, turn to Christ in faith and are 
themselves forgiving. In silence we call to mind our sins.  
 
Have mercy on us, O God, according to your great goodness; according to the 
abundance of your compassion blot out our offences.  
Lord, have mercy.  
Lord, have mercy.  
 
Against you only have we sinned and done what is evil in your sight.  
Christ have mercy.  
Christ have mercy.  
 
Purge us from our sin and we shall be clean; wash us and we shall be clean indeed. 
Lord, have mercy.  



Lord, have mercy.  
May God who is faithful and just, forgive us our sins, create and make in us a clean 
heart and renew a right spirit within us, through Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.  
 
We pray together 
The Collect (the Church’s special prayer for today)  
God our Father, your Son Jesus Christ was obedient to the end and drank the 
cup prepared for him: may we who share his table watch with him through the 
night of suffering and be faithful. Amen.  
 
First Reading John 13: 1-17 and 31-38 
Find it in your Bible or at biblegateway.com and place a jug and bowl with a towel as 
a focus for the reading. 
 
At the end of the reading we use this response  
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church  
Thanks be to God.  
 
Reflection by the Revd Claire Barrie of St Luke’s, Mount Albert, Auckland, New 
Zealand  
 
“Peter said to Jesus, ‘You will never wash my feet.’” (John 13: 8)  
 
Peter is a brother to all of us in this story; we can all recognise the impulse to resist 
help - to go it alone. But this is not the way life in community works - or the way 
grace works within us.  
 
Has this season of crisis given rise to any new insights within you about how it feels 
to help others, and how it feels to need the help of others? Try catching yourself the 
next time you want to say ‘Oh no, I’m fine’, and instead, say how it really is for you, 
or what you need some help with.  
 
Sit with your reflections and the feelings that arise and bring them to Christ.  
 
Song:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MYpH3y4608E  
 

1. Will you let me be your servant,  
let me be as Christ to you; 
pray that I may have the grace  
to let you be my servant too.  
 

2. We are pilgrims on a journey  
We are travellers on the road;  
we are here to help each other  
walk the mile and bear the load.  
 

3. I will hold the Christ-light for you  
in the night-time of your fear; 
I will hold my hand out to you,  



speak the peace you long to hear.  
4. I will weep when you are weeping;  

when you laugh I’ll laugh with you;  
I will share your joy and sorrow  
till we’ve seen this journey through.  
 

5. Will you let me be your servant;  
let me be as Christ to you; 
pray that I may have the grace  
to let you be my servant too.  
Words: Richard Gillard b. 1953 Music: Servant Song  

 
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 11: 23–26 
Find it in your Bible or at biblegateway.com and place a piece of bread and a cup of 
wine as a focus for the reading.  
At the end of the reading we use this response  
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church  
Thanks be to God.  
 
Reflection adapted from ‘The Cup of our Life’ by Joyce Rupp “Do this in 
remembrance of me’” (1 Corinthians 11: 25)  
 
Take the cup in your hands. 
Imagine the cup filled with Jesus’ endless compassion for you. 
Thank God for this gift. 
Hold the cup up. 
Bring to mind someone who is suffering. 
Ask God to help you offer love and compassion to this person. 
Picture compassion and love poured out, filling this person's whole being.  
Replace the cup and rest quietly in the presence of God’s love.  
 
Prayer:  
 
God of compassion, take me to those who are hurting.  
May I see you in every face.  
May I hear you in every voice.  
May I welcome you in each relationship.  
May I give freely with true generosity. Amen.  
 
You may wish to share the bread and wine/juice with one another, as a sign of our 
being ‘in Christ’ and part of the wider body of Christ.  
 
Prayers of Intercession  
 
In the power of the Spirit let us pray to the Father  
through Christ the Saviour of the world.  
Father on this, the night he was betrayed,  
your Son Jesus Christ washed his disciples’ feet.  



We commit ourselves to follow his example of love and service. 
Lord, hear us  
and humble us.  
 
On this night, he prayed for his disciples to be one.  
We pray for the unity of your Church. 
Lord, hear us 
and unite us.  
 
On this night, he prayed for those who were to believe through his disciples’ 
message. We pray for the mission of your Church. 
Lord, hear us 
and renew our zeal.  
 
On this night, he commanded his disciples to love, but suffered rejection himself.  
We pray for the rejected and unloved. 
Lord, hear us 
and fill us with your love.  
 
On this night, he reminded his disciples that if the world hated them,  
it hated him first. We pray for those who are persecuted for their faith.  
Lord, hear us 
and give us your peace.  
 
On this night, he accepted the cup of death and looked forward to the new wine of 
the kingdom.  
We remember those who have died in the peace of Christ. 
Lord, hear us  
and welcome all your children into paradise.  
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray  
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen  
 
Song  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h_ptJ0EC3iM  
 

1. From heav’n you came, helpless babe,  



enter’d our world, your glory veiled, 
not to be served, but to serve, 
and give your life that we might live.  

 
Chorus: 
This is our God, the Servant King,  
he calls us now to follow him, 
to bring our lives as a daily offering  
of worship to the Servant King  
 

2. There in the garden of tears,  
my heavy load he chose to bear;  
his heart with sorrow was torn,  
‘Yet not my will but yours’, he said.  

Chorus  
 

3. Come see his hands and his feet,  
The scars that speak of sacrifice,  
Hands that flung stars into space 
To cruel nails surrendered.  

Chorus  
 

4. So let us learn how to serve,  
And in our lives enthrone him:  
each other’s needs to prefer, 
for it is Christ we’re serving.  

Chorus  
Music and words : Graham Kendrick b. 1950  
 
 
The Vigil  
As your keep watch tonight, you can use these readings, with periods of silence, in 
this sequence:  
 
 
Gospel of the Watch: 
 

• Matthew 26:30-46  
• John 14:1-14 

John 14:15-31 
John 15:1-17  

• John 16:16 - 23 
John 17:1  -9 & 20 - 26 
 

Gospel of the Betrayal: 
 

• Matthew 26:47-56  
 


