
April 6th  Daily Prayer 
 
Is it nothing to you, all you who pass by? 
Look and see if there is any sorrow like my sorrow.  Lamentations 1.12  
 
A reading from the Gospel of Mark 14: 1 – 11 
 

Now the Passover and the Festival of Unleavened Bread were only two days away, 
and the chief priests and the teachers of the law were scheming to arrest Jesus 
secretly and kill him. 2 ‘But not during the festival,’ they said, ‘or the people may riot.’ 
3 While he was in Bethany, reclining at the table in the home of Simon the Leper, a 
woman came with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, made of pure nard. 
She broke the jar and poured the perfume on his head. 
4 Some of those present were saying indignantly to one another, ‘Why this waste of 
perfume? 5 It could have been sold for more than a year’s wages and the money 
given to the poor.’ And they rebuked her harshly. 
6 ‘Leave her alone,’ said Jesus. ‘Why are you bothering her? She has done a 
beautiful thing to me. 7 The poor you will always have with you, and you can help 
them any time you want. But you will not always have me. 8 She did what she could. 
She poured perfume on my body beforehand to prepare for my burial.9 Truly I tell 
you, wherever the gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will 
also be told, in memory of her.’ 
10 Then Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve, went to the chief priests to betray Jesus to 
them. 11 They were delighted to hear this and promised to give him money. So he 
watched for an opportunity to hand him over. 
 
Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain;  
but if it dies, it bears much fruit. (Lamentations 1.12)  
  
This is love. 
That you spoke the word of God, 
walked a painful road to the Cross, 
shared living water, bread of life, 
brought Salvation to the world 
and died for the sake of all. Amen 
 
On Palm Sunday, the crowds worshipped Jesus; on Good Friday they shouted for 
him to die. Let us, who also worship him, confess that we sometimes reject him, and 
ask his forgiveness. 
 
Lord Jesus, you come to us in peace, but we shut the door of our mind against you. 
In your mercy: 
Forgive and help us. 
 
You come to us in humility, but we prefer our own proud ways. In your mercy: 
Forgive and help us. 
 
You come to us in judgement, but we cling to our familiar sins. 
In your mercy: 
Forgive and help us.   



 
You come to us in majesty, but we will not have you to reign over us. In your mercy: 
Forgive and help us. 
 
Lord, forgive our empty praise, 
Fill our loveless hearts; 
Come to us and make our lives your home for ever. Amen. 
 
O God, our lives are temples of the Holy Spirit, but are cluttered up with the 
commerce of our selfishness; by the purity of Jesus cleanse us, throw over the 
tables of our deceit, throw out those influences that compete with you for our 
attention; by the presence of Jesus restore to our lives the serenity of prayer, and lift 
our hearts to worship and praise; for your glory evermore. Amen. 
 
Lord, give us ears to hear you and eyes to see you, as we bring our prayers to 
you…... 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
God of compassion, at this time of crisis, 
we bring before you the peoples of our country and the world. 
We ask for your blessing and strength for those working tirelessly  
to protect and save life. 
We pray especially for vulnerable children and people who are at greater risk during 
this time: those who are not safe at home; 
those who may be plunged into even greater poverty; 
those whose fragile mental health may worsen; 
those who feel abandoned and alone. 
Draw near to all who suffer in mind, body or spirit. 
We also pray for staff of The Children’s Society as they find new ways to support 
these young people in challenging circumstances. 
Please bless their efforts and keep all with whom we work safe from harm. 
We ask this in the precious name of Jesus. Amen. 
 
 
May the Father, 
who so loved the world that he gave his only Son, 
bring you by faith to his eternal life. 
Amen. 
 
 
 


