
St Joseph’s Church 2021 

A vision for the year ahead 

Jesus said, ‘‘Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. (Mark 
8:34)’ 

As members of God’s family, our faith is central to every 
aspect of our lives. The values of God’s kingdom must be 
evident in all that we do. 

We are: People of Faith 
 People of Prayer 

  People of the Word 
  People of integrity   

Members of the Body 

How do these values impact upon us on a daily basis? What is 
our vision for being God’s people in the year ahead? Here are 
four priorities, encouraging us to keep us in step with God, and 
with one another.  

Priority 1:  To build Christ-centred lives.  
Priority 2: To deepen the Prayer Life of the Church. 
Priority 3:  To be the Body of Christ 
Priority 4: To make disciples of Jesus Christ 

because faithful, God loving people have shared their faith and 
brought others to believe. We are part of that chain, and Jesus 
last words are imperative for us. How do we make disciples 
today? We do face big questions at St Joseph’s – especially 
concerning children’s and young people’s work. How will we 
respond? 

And finally….. 

In Isaiah 6, the young prophet has a vision of God, seated on 
His throne. He hears God say, ‘Who shall I send? Who will go 
for us?’ 

Isaiah’s immediate response is to cry aloud, ‘Here I am. Send 
me.’ 

“Lord, use me in Your service. Amen.” 



Priority 1:  To build Christ-centred lives. 

‘Live a life worthy of the calling you have received.’ (Ephesians 
4:1) 

At the heart of our faith must be our personal relationship with 
God. Like all relationships, there are no short cuts! Our salvation 
begins and ends with Jesus. As Paul teaches, we are saved, ‘by 
grace, through faith’. But this has implications for us. We have the 
immense privilege of spiritual blessings from God (read Ephesians 
chapters 1 and 2). But with privilege goes responsibility.  As 
followers of Jesus Christ, we are called to live in a way that 
honours God. And that involves behaving in a godly way, and 
seeking the guidance of God’s Holy Spirit in our lives. That all 
comes back to love.  

Paul goes on to write, in Ephesians, ‘Follow God’s example, 
therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of love, just as 
Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering 
and sacrifice to God.’ (5:1-2) 
__________________________________________________ 

Priority 2:  To deepen the Prayer Life of the Church. 

‘Lord, teach us to pray’ (Luke 11:1) 

Prayer is our spiritual life-force. It is the means by which we keep 
in touch with God. It is so much more than just intercession – like 
any friendship, it is about listening and sharing. Prayer is spending 
time with God, and so discerning what He says to us, and sharing 
with Him all that is on our hearts. How important that we spend 
time in prayer (which includes reading the Bible), on a daily, 
regular basis. 

There is much to pray about at the moment. The entire world has 
been shaken by the covid-19 pandemic. We are all aware of 
individuals to bring to God in our intercessions. We must also pray 
for wisdom as we seek to build God’s kingdom. We cannot escape 

the financial implications of living on earth; we are acutely aware of 
the practical and outreach needs of our church; we long to see 
new disciples embracing faith; we know that we need to reach out 
to the next generation and inspire faith in the young generation.  

As we pray, God will speak to us. And be warned – often he will 
show us how He can use us to answer our own prayers!   
____________________________________________________ 

Priority 3:  To be the Body of Christ 

‘Do not neglect to meet together’ (Hebrews 10:25) 

Thus far, we have thought in personal terms. We each have our 
own, unique, relationship with God, but there is a corporate 
dimension to faith. When we are baptised, we are baptised into the 
Body of Christ – the fellowship of all believers. We need other 
members of the Body. In order to maintain our spiritual health, we 
need to meet together – for worship, prayer, and mutual support. 
That’s why it’s so important to meet, not just on a Sunday morning, 
but with like-minded members to encourage and support one 
another. Belonging to the church is not just an optional extra, it is 
an essential part of our spiritual lives. 

During the months of lockdown, this has not been easy. We have 
developed new ways of ‘distance’ meeting, but nothing can replace 
actually being together in one place. A challenge we face, as a 
church, over the next few months is to re-create the sense of 
fellowship and belonging which is so essential to St Joseph’s.   
_____________________________________________________ 

Priority 4 To make disciples of Jesus Christ  

‘Go and make disciples of all nations’ (Matthew 28:19) 
  
When Jesus left the earth, he entrusted His work to His disciples. 
And so it has been ever since. The church is only here today 


